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Welcome to 

    Neston Town Councilôs  

  Annual Report 2025/2026  

   Cllr Simon Davies 

The Mayor of Neston 

What a busy and exciting first year in office it 

has been. I have been serving as a Town Coun-

cillor in Neston since 2018, during this time I 

have always been thrilled to represent the good 

people of Neston and Parkgate. Neston is a 

great place to live and work. We are very fortu-

nate to have small but dedicated staff team and 

a really positive group of hard-working council-

lors. This year, for the first time since the last 

elections in 2023, Neston Town Council has 

filled all remaining casual vacancies which is a 

great step forward for us. We have welcomed 

three new members into our midst Martin, Colin 

and James. I look forward to working with you 

for the good of our beautiful town. Neston Town 

Council's Civic Service in the Parish Church of 

St Mary & St Helen has become an annual     

occasion in the Council Year when councillors 

and  volunteers around the town give thanks for 

the opportunity to support members of our 

community. This was attended by the Deputy 

Lord Lieutenant of Cheshire, the Lord Mayor of Chester, and visiting Mayors from   

Frodsham, Buckley and Prestatyn.  This followed a busy year of attending Civic Services 

in Chester, Ellesmere Port, and Civic functions in Flint and Connahôs Quay, along with 

several Welsh neighbouring towns. We have established links, good relationships and 

connections with our neighbours by these visits. I have represented the Town Council 

at a number of functions and events throughout the year. Though there have been 

many highlights, my personal favourites include: the annual Ladies Day Parade in 

Neston, The Remembrance Day Service in the Parish Church, followed by the formal 

Remembrance at the Cenotaph and, of course, the Christmas Light Switch-On.  
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The Mayorôs Civic Year continued... 

  The Switch-On day is always an important event in the townôs annual  

calendar and a delight to witness; I was privileged to be part of the joy and excitement 

last year and enjoy the Christmas Tree Festival in the Town Hall, which was a special 

highlight. We have enjoyed special markets organised to celebrate summer, Halloween 

and Easter. On the last Tuesday before Christmas the Town Council hosted an extra 

smaller market with some live music from the óThe 64 NôUkes. Thanks go to our staff 

for the extra time and effort involved in organising these for our residents and         

visitors. The free childrenôs activities are always very well received.  

   Neston Town Council supports a variety of local volunteer groups through the Grants 

and Donations Scheme and the Council appreciates all the effort involved in making 

these events and activities happen. Successful events in the town this year have      

included: Ladies Day, Neston Village Fair, the Music Festival, the Art Exhibition and 

Theatre Festival, my profound thanks to the dedicated local groups and societies for 

organising these special events, which are months in the planning stages behind the 

scenes. My thanks also must go to the  

Little Actors Theatre Company for their     

efforts to give the children the opportunity 

to perform in our local area, and the  

Samba Pirates for the great rousing music 

at Christmas and our Annual Town    

Meeting. We are forever grateful to those 

give up their time and energy for the  

benefit of the community. We are very 

much hoping for a new Christmas lighting 

scheme for 2026/2027 and beyond.  

   I am very proud of our young Junior   

Council members, of which we have 

spanned two year groups, you can read more about their adventures and the exciting 

visit to the Houses of Parliament, as you delve deeper in the report. It has been such a 

privilege to work alongside these bright young people at functions and events in 

Neston. Thanks too for the organisation, in-

depth knowledge and research undertaken 

by Dr Peter Enevoldson, our local mosquito 

expert, whose expertise informs the      

monitoring and warnings of when not to sit 

in the gardens of the area. A summary of Dr 

Enevoldsonôs detailed research is provided 

on page 12 of this report.  

Finally, myself and my colleagues wish to 

acknowledge the work done behind the 

scenes by our dedicated staff. Without 

whom we would not be able to support 

Neston to be the best it can be. Our whole 

town runs on the kind-spirited goodwill of our residents and volunteers who work    

tirelessly behind the scenes to support each other across many events and functions 

hosted by our groups in the town. My chosen charity for this year is Maggieôs based      

 locally at Clatterbridge cancer centre for the sterling work they do in our area. 

     Thank you and I hope you enjoy the Annual Report 2025/2026. 

Mayor of NestonñCllr Simon Davies 
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The Mayorôs Civic Year 2025/26 

 I have had the pleasure of attending a large number of events this 

year both in and around Neston including Ladies Day, the Summer      

Pirate Market, West Midlands Air Ambulance Open Day, and the 

Mayor of Ellesmere Portôs Civic Service.  
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The Community & Environment 

Committee  

ШAs part of our on-going commitment to work with local organised groups and      

societies, our officers did a very successful job of planning and co-ordinating a Tree 

Festival as part of the Christmas celebrations. Over 20 local groups contributed to 

decorating trees advertising their particular interests. They were very creative,  

for social, leisure, and health and well-being activities, as well as supporting the 

townôs annual events. We invested in improvements to the front of the Town Hall 

this year including refreshing the heritage-style street furniture paintwork. The 

overall frontage improvement project is still ongoing as we head into the new 

Council year 2026/2027. Two of the townôs historic phone boxes have been sent 

away for refurbishment.  

We continue to work with our allotment holders at our three sites in Neston 

through ongoing programme of upgrading and improvement as allotments form a 

part of the Town Councilôs statutory duty, providing 

there is sufficient demand. Neston still has a wait list. 

We had a very successful interactive stall at the 

Neston Village Fair, run by the Junior Council and 

Council staff. Members of the Junior Council also had 

an enlightening visit to the Houses of Parliament in 

London, where they met our local MP, Samantha  

Dixon, and were able to experience first hand the 

business of national government including a         

personalised tour.  

We continue monitoring and commenting on planning 

applications, particularly larger housing developments 

with regard to providing the right mix of units to 

meet local needs, and have concerns about the lack 

of resources, utilities and infrastructure to               

to support them. We also continue to work to 

 

Cllr Brenda Marple (Chair) 

minimise losing valuable areas of the Green 

Belt, surrounding Neston and Parkgate.  

and attracted a high  

number of visitors. We  

included a special World 

War Remembrance 

Christmas Tree with     

individual messages from 

residents and visitors. We 

continue to provide finan-

cial support through our 

Grants and Donations 

system which covers   

theatre, music, craft, 

youth groups, art, and 

environmental groups. 

This also includes funding 
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Supporting the Community with 

Grants & Donations  

Neston Town Council is committed to supporting the community-spirited work 
that local organisations work hard to achieve throughout the year. The tables 
below show the range of groups the Town Council supports and the wide scope 
of activities that are covered.  Grants and donations totalled: Ã20,134.90.  

The Town Council is the lead authority for      

Remembrance Sunday.  
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Neston Town Council provides all hanging 

baskets within the Town Centre. These are 

planted with both summer and winter      

arrangements by our greening contractor.  

Members of Nestonôs Junior Council did 

a wonderful job helping out at Neston 

Village Fair in July 2025. They ran a stall 

offering a number of traditional fair-

ground games. The Town Council plans 

to purchase more games for future fairs. 

Participating in extra-curricular activities 

such as these helps to build confidence 

and instil a strong sense of self-belief.  

Neston is fortunate to have an extensive group of 

passionate residents who work tirelessly both    

behind the scenes, and in the public domain, to 

make the town a better place. Nestonôs �/�R�R�N�L�Q�J��
�%�H�W�W�H�U�� �*�U�R�X�S��plant hundreds of bulbs each year; 

maintaining an abundance of flower beds to      

enhance the beauty of the town. All of this work is 

coordinated by Nestonôs Civic Society. Neston 

Town Council operates three allotment sites at  

Raby Park Road, Marshlands Road, and The Rope-

walk in Parkgate. Plots are in short supply and 

high demand these are managed via a waiting list.  

Working alongside our 

community  


